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general-purpose machine, successor to the D.H.gA. The R.A.F.
were still at Hinaidi as the new air station at Habbaniyeh was
not yet ready. At Basra we rejoined the Iris and left for Karachi.
En route we spent one very hot night at Hendjam, an island at the
southern end of the Persian Gulf, with the Navy as our hosts in
H.M.S. Crocus. Early the following morning we failed three times
to take off from the glassy calm sea, but on the fourth attempt we
"unstuck" after a run of over 2 miles. The strain was too much
for one of the engines, which gave trouble as we were passing
Jask and we stayed the night there at the cable station, the one
remaining building on Persian soil which still flew a British flag.

At Karachi we changed on to a Handley Page Hinaidi with
two Jupiter engines and a cruising speed of 90 m.p.h. In this
machine we flew round the various R.A.F. stations of Air Marshal
Sir Geoffrey Salmond's command. It was a memorable eight-day
trip, my first experience of India, and I was much impressed with
all I saw and of which so much has been written by famous people.

Perhaps the two flights which interested me most were those
from Lahore to Peshawar and from Peshawar to Quetta. On the
former one can see the wonderful irrigation system of the Punjab,
the result of British enterprise in India of which one hears so little,
and the latter along the rugged mountainous frontier of Afghan-
istan, which gave me some idea of the difficulties of frontier
operations.

Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, entertained us at Simla before we
left Karachi on October 24-th in the Iris on our way home. Nearing
Jask our starboard engine packed up altogether and we had
difficulty in maintaining height on the remaining two, but they
kept us in the air long enough to reach the small bay which gave
sheltered water. This time we were to experience something of
the new Persian regime. Our passports were demanded, and it was
with some difficulty that we eventually obtained permission to
continue our flight in a relief machine which was sent from India.

We continued by way of Baghdad and Cairo where, after a
few days, the Iris, with a new engine, picked us up and took us
home via Benghazi, Malta, Naples, Marseilles and Hourtin. It
was a most interesting tour and of particular value to me as
Director of Equipment, for I was able to see how very well the
R.A.F. overseas were developing even with such obsolescent
aircraft and equipment as we were able to supply out of the modest
sum voted annually by Parliament.

It was becoming obvious that the biplane was beginning to